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S'?o eS .he h he V i U, ° Ught “ ‘° premise ,he -PPl‘oa,ion of one or two 

>’ ear " a ?«> Allan Bums, who foresaw that the occasional enlarge 
meat ol the thymus gland might be a cause of serious disease, proposed to diifct 
it out. This » ould be certainly a most decisive operation in the wav of cure for 
after its performance the infant would not be likely to be troubled wfth thisorarv 

,°!,^r Tlf n ln t!\ l ,nay 0bserve "' al ,his «•*«* has been no ced bv some 
ha , S D ° rece,led ,he a| tention it deserves. Kopp in the year 
183°, described it under the name of asihma thymicnm. and were it not likehMo 
extend the limits of this paper unnecessarilv. I would cite some of his cases in 

the chdd was'o'f a sfram™ hi.'* 'i" ™ e I' 1 "'™ he observcs ,hat lhe mother ot 
H . fV a !-trum o“ s hub'.- It has been already observed that this disease 

Ions parents'although pe'rha^no/exTild^ing'symp^"^^'/'^afd^a^^^Tere 

l f elosel )’ Watched. Enlargement of Ihe mesenletic glands is bv some 
supposed to be a predisposing cause,t but I believe we only know that the two 
affections are very often found coexisting: and I may remark here That it is much 
oftener seen m boys than in girls; in, at least, the proportion of seven or ei"ht to 
r J h ,V l L- t r LSe ‘ S n " 1 cnllre !>' confined to Ihe neriod of infancy for in Sir A 
Coopers work* a case ‘lf 1T 1 en l “ "hich the patient was 1!) years of n"e It has 

Pobni Jl < ! bsery iL d l>y M ? eliel and various modern authors. Sandifort in his 
Pathology describes an enlargement of the thyroid gland in very old neAon” bui 
does not stale what the symptoms were .luring life ' p nS ' but 

LteutaudS mentions the case of a man of 35 years of age, who had Ion"- suffered 
,™| n l)fcim, ln .r he C r eM ’ cough violent headache, and want of sleep. The Inn"- 
rad " mCn,i ° nCd ,l ‘ a ' “ ,hehean ™‘p,i % 

r«m S nf°„ n i C w2 r „n° rde « by ,he same a,1 "‘ or - "“urred in a young man of 20 
rears of M ho, after inflammation within the chest, remained affected with 
i y w “ d dl ® cul *y "Hying on the loft s.de; the body became mdematotts co"“h 
ery troublesome, anil the respiration so much impeded as to threaten suffocation 

feZu“vo-™e a ^ 1 i he n iem died ,- —=>»"" the crSd 

In c ? ’ ?«. rh ? US; and ,he lu "gs "‘ re equally diseased. 

Hartv h the snhiic^fwV in'', I .r". < ; nd i‘ d a Post-mortem examination with Dr. 
Ihat Sst detnil.r Si h,ch had d,cd 01 an uffection almost precisely similar to 

theVimafion of'tiie hfnf'.T “T" 8 ol 28 - Tcars " f ^ «he tumour occupied 
nesuuation ol the th^nufe, and was ol immense size * 

ltshed C bv K Hr, P scl. ,r o?K e ° n dle Asthma Thymicnm, some cases have been pub¬ 
lished b; Htisclt, of Kamigsberg. and others, all agreeing in the "cneral charm 
ers already described. Tlierels also a paper by Mr. Hood of Kdma nock ,n 

Paperureceded 1 R° f , ? e ® dl . nb "J^ Jonnial of Medical science, p. 3ft (this latter 
feres.ma lm' K r 0 jy- S ' having been written in 1826,) detailing some highly i n - 

rm reo ' jod,cious rcmarks ,hereon -^’‘ 

Tl"”" c Asliwui, compiled chiefly from the papers of Drs. Kopp and 
ar K mn"s f e K . < h I " gSber? 'o rT le Germans describe under the name thymic asthma 
fiJtmn towil,“£ !0n P ecnl,ar ,n childhood, characterized by tits of snf-’ 
ocatton, during which respiration appears suspended, and which return periodi- 

aun,he e ,,l n E " C0Unt ° f ,he ic-’curches of Kopp and Hired,, in a subsequent page, present 

themesemeric dTn,l.° ‘mf ? n °PP osl,e clew of the relation between the disease in 
^7d” n . t w J-J.l n g;.^ d .™-^ a rS ,!meal r f "1C thymus. Which latter he appeusto 
passae* nf of , former. By pressing on the subclavian vein it obstructs the 

& te p. c &sss;r tte ■“«*» AJWssys 

* jam clt. p. 41. 

* Hist. Anat. Med. 1.11. p. 14 nim dia 
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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


a ",'? kins or . a, 'empting 10 swallow, or when ihe child utter. 
“ tbe name indicates, consists in loo great a developement of 


the thymus gland. 

The first observations made by Dr. Kopp regarding this disease, were in three 
consecutive cases; the patients were the seventh, eighth, and ninth children of a 
delicate mother, who had previously borne six healthy children. The three 
a i '' ed 1 ‘° dl 2?. at I,le respective periods of seven months, ten months and 
twentj-onc weeks. The symptoms, equally characteristic in all of them were 
suffocation, swelling ol the face, spasmodic motions or the hands and feet aud 
thrusting out of (he tongue between Ihe teeth. The paroxysms became from dor 
to day more aggravated, and particularly when awakened from sleep, the I, tie 
patient uttered a very peculiar plaintive cry; during the fit, the pulse was jrregu. 
larand intermittent. In one ol the cases the sound of the heart was inaudible 
™7r.n rain T faa ! ure in Ihe post-mortem examinations was the appear¬ 
ance of the thy mus gland; in one case it might have been mistaken for the luri" v 
was so thick and hypertrophied: it extended from the thyroid gland to the din. 

'"c mcheswide, weighing more than an ounce, and pressingstraHv 
S r Ira 5, ra «' on cutting into it, there flowed from out its whole tissue a 
9™!' 1 -' ' nilli r *?«•- In another post-mortem the tlivmus was found occupy, 
in the whole anterior part of the chest, and forming with the superior part of the 
hvrn'bi c0 “ ld be removed only by the scalpel: it was muted to the 

the snn„ S i I-.i* . hlck ce i lu J“ ,,ssuc - % me thymus covering the whole heart 
the sounds ol that organ had hcen intercepted during life. The lobes of the gland 
were delated and enlarged; its parenchyma presented no trace either of sSppu- 
™m„ n ^.!. ^ rC L es ’i ,r imy.mher degeneration; on pressure being applied, then 
Tm. e i? aa ' an abundant milky humour, like the spermatic liquor in consistence 
The lun„s Mere dark red, engorged M*ilh blood, as in asphvxia. 

in ibe history of these three observations we find as constant phenomena 1st 
A suspension of respiration coming on periodically, accompanied by an acute 
^,i,£ lam,U . a e 7’, and "; ,lh M " ns o1 ' “nxiety. 2nd,' The return of these fits uf 
asthma, particularly at the moment of walking, or when the little patients uttered 
or made attempts at deglutition. 3d, The habitual position of the tongue 
which was stretched out between the lips. 4th, On examination after death, the 
excessive developement ol the thymus gland. 

Dr-Kopp states that this disease occurs more frequently than has been supposed. 

seHhe t bfai’n 3 ' “ '! as of,en •*9" confounded with the isphyxia, or asthma, Z 
scribed hi Millar. In many children it is observed, when they erv, that the re- 
EH ■* J^P end . ed 'ometimes so long as to cause suffocation; a phenomeu.: 

oihi r t ^ ° Ule ? sc of ,ollr or Cve years, and which the author at- 

tributes, for the most part, to hypertrophy of the thymus. 

the rtttErt5*T“<' ne c’ r II ? 5 ’iK re „“ an obsen ''ation by Professor Eck, under 
ease in ¥“ ar *“ ,,u “. "Inch Dr. Kopp look-son as a description of the di>- 
ease in question. In tact, the progress was the same, the characters identical, the 

:ap yrexta, paroxvismsaiIternatelystrongand weak, with.intervals when thepa- 

' , ' completely tree from them; death occurring tiuring a fit, and, in fine, da 
lungs encroached on by an enlarged thvmtts gland. The same journal, (Is* 

S n , hcr , ote ' rta ! ,on b - T Dr - De Velst ". of Clives, in which the symptom- 
and post-mortem results were all similar to our detail ' 1 

’IVeUhToTi’ re la ! es ^ re ob “ rva,ion ? of 'hvmic asthma, from Drs. Rullman.t: 
rfu l r,l T 1 “ lcr , .of Kannstadt, and Ul.ich, of Coblcntz. The French r. ■ 

' e "' or * c ° nsid *l rs that ,wo of these latter observations do not properlv 
belong to thymic asthma: for in one, the subject died sixty hours after birth, ant: 
in the other the subject was three years old when the disease set in and consisted 
in a cartilaginous alteration, or rather hypertrophy of the thymus gland. In the 
Siu,” tjjedtsease occurred in male children, a circumstance to which 
‘ . return. The subjects of two of Dr. Rullmann’s observations were brt- 

tners. in one the disease set in when the child was about three weeks old—the 
a “ a othcr symptoms were identical with those already described; at the crnl id 
twenty-one months after the disease had manifested in its progress various re- 
mtsstons and exacerbations, the child was one dav stooping to pick up somethin:: 

be -suddenly seized with vertigo, throwing himself hack into his father - 
arms, his face became blue, the extremities stiffened, a general paleness covered 
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'SSL'*’*'*- “ d ^ * nTO l“ntarily, and the patient d ied 


canJium.^bm' also rh e' wMe^ anie^r^^i'^tf'? ™ r i“? C| ^e windpipe'anT peri! 
somewhat granular in anm-nml, "L P . a !L o1 ,he ln “3*i »t was rather firm, and 


-«... U.3U me wnoie anterior nnrt 7- b . c WiUU P*pe ana peri- 

somewhat granular in appearance Jd ^f'rL ,U ^ “ was rather firm, and 
E “^“-nation nor hardnl!', and here dfi| P nn e , red , COl °" r; lhere " “ So 
liquor as observed in the former cases d,d not CIUt,e any of that milky 

-n-h occurring mostly a , the 

after returned with increasedToCce fS " Cyberame »niMcr, bt.tlwn 
tongue did not protrude. M Riiilmann had ImV 1 was observed thatlhe 
spasmodic* and derivatives, butu hen hSKS.e™ ,hcse cases aI f,r '< by ant ! 
''p „Tj"'“ n m *bhsdisease, heconM.lered^hefonZ Ce !; ,a,n of,hetrne Patholi 
Plummer s ponder, with cicula and a small ^ ""’otteatment more rational- 
with residence in the countrv, and remoSaSii? 1Cr to i he s,era ura; low diet 
provoke the child t u C rv C,a|omel n!!. a11 canses of oneasiness that mieht 

always of singular service On^uS“ t hf S ’t^ aS, ° ni !J ly ‘“’““h-'ered, were 
became less frequent, and at the “B ,L ,r ™ ,men * 'or two months, the fits 
At the age of four years Uie bSv h»d “” d - vear ,1,e rare was comnleTe 

anv recurrence of the fits. ' d booping-cough without being attended by 

with the former (lest!! h",'l when he was first attacked 
ever y time the boy wZsZi.Un’his b^'h- re " , . rn,n S d.irmg a period of six 

We less and less frequent, and a, J5?£3 ^ 

the e^es^fwh'ieTihTpost-mortem' mZ! Identical with those observed in 
nar ?/ < £ COnce,ve how so great a iliSnurimnf r ? DS hjiv^ been dciailecl.it is vet 

na d an analysis of all the works that^-iSfif 50 h ' s l ll - v deserving of attention we 
changes of the thymus gland After Ki ° n ,lle or " anic aflections’and 

SS“ 

^St^SSSrenSSKBssaa! 

.™J , f e , mont !i s «ld it was observed ha S t lL t Pp enl,y a i™* 1 eonstilution 
pended at the moinent of awaking iit„ _ res P I ^tion appeared wholly sns 
Mate lasted only a few minutes ^hcn .he rlnT" Sudd f nly deprived of a ? hS 

S !"h ,h,s '?>' oceasionaHy tram iten month^edd 1 w^ 1 * I f r *** She com 
joagh, she awoke one momin~ with n S? d * ~ hen > having the hoopintr 

a*.*" *- •*“ 

We^a'firsrdied^phyi^ae^OT^after'eieht** 1 * 11 °[ ! r ° m five 10 months 

-ere 


£ , ' P *‘V'^y™m i * 0 ' p, *be 5 firet i ooE^ l !.y^™ nip **^ 1 ^ dl |'^ 1 ^plqdic genome! 

K ,hc e,andular 

-jaKttaasMfi sags*,--, s 
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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


had contracted adhesions with the arteria innominata and right carotid, and its 
weight was six drachms six grains. 

In the two following cases the termination was favourable. 

C. N. was weaned at nine months, and, soon after an attack of bronchitis, fits of 
dyspnoea set in, which soon became alarmingly aggravated, and returned even- 
hour; they were annonneed by a small sharp cry, or by a train of short feeble 
bleating expirations; these were followed by six or eight strong sibilant inspira¬ 
tions, similar to those observed in croup. The child threw himself backwards 
and became pale; the paroxysm lasted about one minute; he then remained quiet 
and cast down for some moments, and then resumed his habitual good humour. 
M. Hirsch applied leeches and a blister, and gave a purgative of calomel and 
rhubarb, which was vomited. He afterwards gave the aqua lauro cerasi, three 
drops three times a day, increasing the dose one drop every two days; the six¬ 
teenth of a grain of musk three times a day, and every morning a small quantity 
of the watery tincture of rhubarb: these medicines, together with inhaling pure 
and temperate air, produced such an improvement, that at the end of three weeks 
the attacks were reduced to one in twenty-four hours, and even that was by no 
means violent. The following month dentition threatened a recurrence of the 
attacks, but the predisposition was successfully combated by leeches, purgatives 
and frictions of tartar emetic ointment. The child did well afterwards. 

R. M. at the age of ten months, after having been weaned, began to be affected 
with asthma: the respiration was suspended three or four times a day, whenever 
he played or cried, but never on awaking. Three weeks after there came on 
an aggravated attack, which left no further doubt of the existence of thymic 
asthma. The child had a few minutes before the attack been amusing himself in 
play, when suddenly he fell backwards, the face became livid, foam burst from 
the mouth, the hands became clenched, the limbs convulsively agitated, respiration 
suspended. Some minutes after the child rallied, fell asleep, and on awaking 
there was a repetition of the symptoms. Recourse was then had to the leeches 
applied to the sternum, and a tartar emetic plaster to the chest. Calomel and 
rhubarb were also administered. This treatment was followed for a month, at 
the end of which time the spasms diminished, and the suspension of respiration 
which used to occur four times a day, returned but twice a day, and at length 
ceased entirelv. In a month more his health was completely re-established. 

Having given those cases, let us now- look to the general features of the disease. 
Thymic asthma attacks children from the age of three weeks to eighteen months 
but'more particularly between the fourth and tenth months. It is characterized 
by spasms of the chest and great suffering, returning in fits; the respiration fails 
and there is observed only an incomplete, short, acute, and hissing inspiration: 
the air finds a difficulty in passing through the glottis, which is constricted. The 
sound accompanying the inspirations is like the sonorous sound in hooping-cough, 
but is finer, more acute, and the note is higher. The spasm of the neck resem¬ 
bles that of hysterical females, or those affected with disease of the heart, h 
some children there are five or six inspirations, at first hissing, afterwards deeper 
and more painful, alternating with an expiration scarcely perceivable, the none 
of which is like the sound in croup. In violent fits the respiration is completely 
suspended. The acute cry in inspiration is heard either in the beginning ol the 
fit, when it is soon smothered by the respiration becoming suspended, or it y 
heard towards the end of the fit, when the patient begins to take breath. This 
cry is a constant and pathognomonic sign ol the disease. The other phenomena 
that supervene are the natural effects of the want of respiration. The child bends 
the trunk backwards with violence, or when the fit is intense, falls backward', 
the countenance indicating painful anxiety: the face at first is blue, afterwards 
pale; the nostrils are expanded; the eyes fixed; the hands cold, w r ith the thumb* 
clenched. There are occasionally involuntary excretions; the fit lasts from hail 
a minute to three minutes, after which the patient cries and is ill at ease for some 
time, but soon recovers his habitual cheerfulness. Children of delicate constitu¬ 
tions, or after violent fits, remain a longer time pale, cast down, and disposed to 
sleep. In the intervals they appear to enjoy perfect health, and present no symp¬ 
tom to distinguish them from children of the best constitution. Indeed, Ropp 
states, that in the intermissions the beating of the heart cannot be distinctly per¬ 
ceived, and that the tongue is always a little protruded; but the latter sign i> 
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sometimes difficim'whMMhe ^.Su*or , rtSf e SSi 5 **lr&^St 1 i 5 r^jfl- 1,rlK ? ,,a “ is 
m more particularly when the child awakes is veroV ^r f ffocatlon sel 

wilh aridity, and in general in ail those motions in which the oSV°r SWa " ow 
tion are interested. At first thev ar»» nf rirn , „ '' nicn l “ e organs of respira- 

more frequent, and more easily*induced until ’thev^rea 6 ’ bt ' comi "“ afterwards 
twenty limes a day. In the 1 Jt nimeSte den hoften X" ?' le 1 glh ,en w 
which seizes on tf,e child at the moment Se is “ ? la l e durin ? a fit ' 

the disease passes to a second period, characteriz^hS^JSSSl’* 5 u U ‘ * ery of,eI1 
sions. 3 he epileptic and asthmatic attacks ■, n neral epileptic conrul- 

alternate. Caspad has observe,lU,a, ?he mu«L^f the Za 0 " 1 ^’ b "; , ra,her 
of the thumbs, are convulsively contracted even during,W and ,he adductors 
in this stage of the disease commonly occurs in a fit iifc l crmi ^“’ ns - Dca lh 
often is quite instantaneous, withouuhe slightest ll?° p ec lc suffocation, and 
On examination after death the first sdnsthat sulfhe 17 ! '>''?P lom - 
The livid appearance of the skin stasis of Wood inthej'!‘ SC of asphyxia, 
of the heart, and the foramen ovale^ervoftcnnii, an ? lungs - Aaccidity 

ble phenomenon is the liypcrtrophv oPthe thvtniis T ;,. 1 ,'! ,h f mos: remarki »- 
Jland lakes place both in length anil brca th .n , ' t J lc , 1 dcve n P 1 em ™t of this 
the thymus is very mud” thifkened thc iniil il ' ofaU “ •‘‘■cknes.s. When 
these organs in some cases contract’adhesion’s witViheTar’**' and pUsll , e,i aside i 
trunks of the chest and neck. The t“ueTf the"an is eifhe''™ 0 *'* and a , rlerial 
or, which is more frequent is found ,1™*, 1 , n 1 e, J be . r ln a no ™al state, 

trace of infiammation^nduration^mbercuIizm'ion'oPanv r it'^*a^ Ut Wi,hout a "X 

eumnynto it there occasionally exudes a milky liquor** " l ' sencrac -' • On 

SpSESSS 




* -‘aj pci uuLjiiv 01 me giant!. 

seats a tuberctHous, £ thymus pro- 

...AH. these changes have quite a distinct pathological character nn.idnnntK 1 

like simple hypertrophy, exclusively to childhood Thu' 

constitutes a disease neculiir to f*hilfthr»r»ri *• * nu. limited, thvniic asthma 

rnmrnm^i 

mmm 

ihk\ P ,„ phy . f tbe lh 3'™ us as a cause of asthma in children. P FranSr 
puerile asthma the bronchial glands, and particularly the thymus. 


t Kiting!.* n 2 s ? UaI Reports and Communications. 

! Edinburgh Journal of Medical Science 
; n?.". ! .‘ ! u !! on . es Epidemical Taurlnenses, ires. 

1 ir" llfi Aslhmate I’uerorum. Giess. 1726. 
I Ibid. Gottlngern gelehrte Aug. 1KSI 
1 tpitom 6. 2 . p. 175. 

So. XXXVIII. —February, 1837. 
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have been found tumified in a remarkable manner. However, to Dr Konn 
belongs the honour of having first given a certain history and diagnosis of this 
disease, and of having published the first treatise respecting it ex professo. 

Kopp's asthma is distinguished from Millar's asthma by the greater number and 
shorter duration of the fits, as well as by its progress being more chronic 
In chronic hydrocephalus children mostly awake starting, holding their breath 
and fall into a state analogous to the fit; in the thymic asthma the same accidents 
occur when they cough or cry. It will be easy to diagnosticate the first of these 
diseases by the decided symptoms that are peculiar toll; yet there seems to exist 
a relation between these two diseases. M. Hirsch recommends an examination 
of the thymus in autopsies of children who have died of acute hydrocephalus 
But there is one state with which thymic asthma might be easily confounded- 
very often with irritable children who have been much indulged, the respiration 
is suspended, and many of the phenomena of thymic asthma appear at a moment 
when they may be crying under the influence of bad temper. But the symptoms 
m such a child are distinguishable from those of a child affected with thymic 
asthma, for the stopping of the breath will occur with the former only in a moment 
of li ntation, and neyer on awaking, or swallowing, as happens in the true asth¬ 
matic fits. 11 1 

From these considerations Dr. Hirsch defines Kopp’s asthma to be a disease 
peculiar to infancy, characterized by tonic spasm of the lungs, larynx, and glottis 
returning in fits extending at a later period to the cerebro-spinafneryous system’ 
under the form of epileptic convulsions, and causing death by suffocation, by 
apoplexy, or by asphyxia. The cause of this disease consists in a hypertrophied 
thymus nowise altered in its substance, which by its weight and volume presses 
on the heart, the lungs, the large arterial and venous vessels, and prevents the 
free exercise ol their functions. The prognostic is almost always fatal; however 
when the subject is robust, and but little disposed to catarrhal affections when 
the case is recent, the paroxysms weak and remote, and that it is not complicated 
with epileptic convulsions, some hope may be entertained. The indications are 
various. 

1st, During the fit. The only thing to be done is to put the child standing nn 
or to incline the body forwards, to strike him lightly on the back, and to throw a 
little cold water in his face; any other assistance would be useless. 

2nd, To vwilcratc the violence of the spasms. For this purpose aq. Iauro-cera<i in 
small and graduated doses, musk, assafoetida, zinc, and according to Pa^anst^. 
cher, the cyanuret of zinc may be successfully employed. 

3d, To avoid congestions of the heart or lungs , and to prerent increased activity of 
these organs. A very low diet, abundant and ollen-repeated local bleeding 
issues on the chest, frequent energetic purgatives, with aqua lauro-ceraci, will 
succeed in this object. The evacuant and antiphlogistic method is best employed 
wnh robust children. The antispasmodic treatment should he had recourse to 
with children of delicate constitution; but according to the exigency of the ca<c 
both may be combined with the best effect. ’ 

4th, To combat directly the cause of the disease. B v antiphlogistic, evacuant. and 
derivative means, the developement of the thymus may be arrested. For the pur¬ 
pose of diminishing the growth of the gland, several remedies have been proposed, 
viz. mercurials, antimonials, cicnta, digitalis, animal charcoal, and iodine. These 
means sometimes succeed, but their success is bv no means constant; however,by 
uniting them with other agents, and particularly by enforcing a strict re"iiuen. 
we may sometimes succeed in curing a disease which at all times presents alarm¬ 
ing characters. and the extreme gravity of which deserves the attention of all 
practical physicians.— Ibid, from Gaz. filed, dc Paris, Oth January, 163G. 

—A case of this kind is published in the 4th number ot 
the St. Thomas Hospital Reports, as a peg to hangsomcvaluableclinicalremarks, 
by Dr. Roots. The patient w'as a butcher, aged 30, admitted on the 17th Decem¬ 
ber, who, after exposure to wet three weeks previously, was attacked with rheu¬ 
matic pains about his shoulders and arms; but he did not discontinue his work. 
In a wectt, the pain settled in the region of the heart, accompanied by palpitation. 
He then was confined to the house—the joints of the lowrer extremities swelled, 
but did not change colour—motion was stiff and painful—surface of body covered 




